THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

the place of Takshaka. This may be owing to
Takshaka having beenaPanjab chief ; while "the
serpents,, subjects of King Airavata, splendid in
battle/' seem to have lived on the northern bank
of the Ganges, where there are said to be many
dwelling-places of Nagas.1 Airi^ like other Naga
demi-gods, is represented by the trisul or trident,
and his shrines are sheltered in groves of cedar.

Temples to Devas are also numerous in Gurhwal
and Kamaon ; and the rites and ceremonial prac-
tised at the shrines, both of Devas and Nagas, are
similar to those in use in the worship of these
deities in the Panjab, which have already been
described.

According to local tradition, Sankara Acharya,
who came from the Dekhan with a large following,
was favourably received by one of the Kathuria
rajas ; and, with his aid, drove the Buddhists out
of Gurhwal, Kamaon and Nepal.

The most important religious establishments
were then made over to Sankara's followers, whose
descendants still enjoy them.

The annals of Nepal fully confirm the Kamaon
legends as to Sankara's persecution of the Bud-
dhists, and relate how he made the Bikshus offer
bloody sacrifices, and married the monks to the
nuns.2 Tradition also says that the great temple

1 Mahabharata, Adi, Pausya, p. iii.

2 Nepal, Wright, 119, 120.
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